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German science receives
promised boost in funds

“The new German government is an course
to keep its pre-election pledpe o balster
public investment in research.
Chancellor Angela Merkel announced
an 10 January that an additional €6 hillion
(U557 billion) swill be injected into basic
and applied research over the next four
years. As long as private industry also
pitchies in. the exira money would boast
Germuany's research spending to 3% of its
gross domestic product by theend of 2009,
How exactly the money will be spent,
and which fields of science may benefit,
will he agreed by research minister
Annette Schavan and ather government
departments, probably by the end of
February. The cashis alsa likely to albow
Schavan to run a planned €1.9-billion
commpetition for elite universities withoul

cunting funds elsewhere,

DNA tests confirm guilt
of executed prisoner

Roger Keith Coleman was guilty after all.
Meww DINA tests prowe that in 1981 Coleman
raped and murdered his sister-in-law in
Grundy, Virginia, a crime for which he
wasexecuted in 1992,

Many opponents.of the death penalty had
hoped the tests would prove that Coleman
was innacent. This woukd have made him
the first person in the United States to be
cleared by DNA evidence after their
execution [see Nature 439, 126-127; 2006).

Ouigoing Virginia governor Mark
Warner had requested the tests be done
on old DNA samgles taken from the scene
of the crime. Researchers from Canadals
Centre of Farensic Sciences in Toronto
reported the results on 11 January.

“We are very disappointed,” says Kate

Germond of Centurion Ministries, a non-
profit organization based in New Jersey.
Anexoneration would have boasted the
anti-death-penalty canse. "It would have
been tremendons,” she says.

Groups appased to the death penally were dealt
B blow by DNA tests on an execuled prisamer,

Researchers reach out for a little bit of stardust

Some 180 scientists acrass the warld are
Eeasingup bo receie tiny amourts of the
cometary particles collected by MASA's
Stardust mission.

The spacecrafi (shawn here during re-eninyg
parachuted safeky ontothe Uitah desert on
15 Jarasy, carrving thousands of dust pasticles
caollected fram the tail af Camet Wild 2.
Stardust gathered the particles an an aemge
paddle ahout the saze of & tennis racquel. The
dust was destined far NASAS Johnson Space
Center i Haustan belore being shared aul
among researchers.

Scientists hope that the samples will give
them elues about the chemical make-up ol the
pomardiad rubble that spaaned the planats,

Google Scholar search
engine goes multilingual

Chinese- and Portuguese-speaking scientists
cn now search the scientific literture in
their ovwn banguages using the free search
engine Google Schalar. Addithonal

, incheding French, Spanish
amvd Geerman, will be added later.

Absiract and indexing databases such as.
Pubied, Scopus and Thomson Scientifics
Wb of Science already include Fnglish
ahstracts of forcign-language journals,
where such information is available. But
Goagle Scholar allows full text searching
of some articles in their eriginal language,
ranking pagers by the number and queality
of citations,

Anurag Acharya, the engineer whe built
Goagle Schalar, says that Chinese and
Portuguese are the first languages o be
acbded because there were local powrnal
databases to collaborate with in these
countries, including Wanfang Data and
VIP Information in China, and SGELO
and Biremc in Brazil.

US drug agency gives green
light to early clinical trials
The US Food and Dirsg Administration
(FDA) issued new guidelines on 12 January
o pave the wiy for more drugs 1o make the
beag from kaly hench 1o patient.

The regulations allow scientists to make
sivall batches of trial drugs in their labs
instead of ordering them from factories.
Researchers can then test smaller doses in
fewer patients than those used in early
clinical wrials. They will use imaging studies
o gange whether the drug reaches its
intended target hefore embarking on
a full-blown dinical trial. The agency has
heen working to distinguish promizsing
drugs carlier in the development process,
a5 nine out of ten experimental drugs fail

Stardust's close ericounter with the comet,
in Jaruasy 2004, has already rovaaled that
'WWild 2 hias a surprisingly righd care and &
surface that is pock-marked by craters.

when they aretested in humans,

Andrew von Eschenbach, the acting FDA
commissioner, reassured watchdog groups
that the new guidelines would net place
patients ai risk. “Rapid does not mean
reckbess” he said,

Private donation set to
keep collider running

The Relativistic Heavy lon Collider, the
largest US muclear-physics experiment, has
received 4 51 3-million private donation that
will allew it b0 keep operating this spring,

The collider, which smashes atomic nuclei
tomether to recreate conditions in the early
Universe, was facing o budget shortfall in
2004, according to Praveen Chaudhari,
directorof the Brookhaven MNational
Laberatory in New York, where the collider
is based. The Department of Energy had
given the lab enough money to run the
accelerator for anly five weeks — just
long enough to warm it up and cool it
down again. Under those drcumstances,
Chandhari says, “we were not going to
makea run” this year.

The donation comes from fames Simons,
mathematician and head of investment
management company Renaissance
Technologies, hased in Setmuket, New
York, The directars af Broakhaven Science
Associates, which runs the lab, and of which
Simons is a member, are also involved in
the donation.

Tt seemed a terrible shame that 5o
valuable a plece of schentific equipment and
so valuable a tearm of sclentists be left for
ayear bo lbe fallow]” Simons says.

Correction

The & lanuary Mews Feature ‘Awash with fossils
(500 Matun: 439, 14-18; 2006) misident fied
palaccanthropalagist Berhane Astaw asdirsctor
of Ethicpia's Haticnal Mussum. He s a formes

directior ol the iauseun; th current drector is

Mamitu Yilma.
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