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Indefence of data

As spokesman for America's scientific élite, Ralph Cicerone will
have to do some tough talking in Washington. Emma Marris asks
him how he'll ensure that politicians will listen to the science.

ei6 than a month into his new joby
Ralph Cieerone @ already on the affen-
siweom Capitod Hill Tal s a4 Hl

20t pressdent of the Mationa] Acsd-
ey ol Seiences (MAS) on | July, Cieerone has
had v leave his office lirered with unpacked
hawes as he heads for Congress to do hattle
aveer dimatechanpe

Cicerane earmed his rEputation not a5 a
fighter bant a5 & tevperate managerand rational
thanker, That bevel -headedness may serve him
wiell in the volarile covironment of Washing-
o, Bt he clearly is not averse to aanding
Thas growund

I has reeew role, Clicerome will have o work
with a LS administratson that hasofien chehed
with scientists over findings that oppose its
approved policy, Tiut he isdear that i the acad
e’ reports comee to unpopular conclsions,
Thewon't be shiy ahout letting the workd know:
“Cince wecone upwitha pasition, [dontwant
1o i it in the choset,” Cheerone told Mature
Jast wecde “I want it b b ot there and wsehil
and mayhie a livde bit aggresaive”

Cicerarse seerms equally at bome dealing
with politics as be does defending seientific
evidence. One of his earty acts as NAS presi
dlent was b enpape L'nngrdﬂnan Jne Barton
{Republican, Texas) overa letter sent out |ast
mwonth, Barton had demanded that three
clinare rescarchers twrn over reams of data
o their climane-clange ressreh, 2 sanos that
has sparked disapproval among his Rellose
Republecans as well as other soenmsts (see
page 450} Cicerome entered the frav 1o afler
Barton an independent MAS repart 1o stap
individual scaentists from Ixang muimidated

Balancing act
Balancing science and politics is a basic char-
acteristic of Cxcerone’s new job. As president of
the MAS, he represents the nabon’s most dis-
nareguaslsid scientista Bu b i also bisad of the
Narins] Research Couneil
{NRC), which generates

mient on scientific izsues,

"I don't want to be part of
most of the influental 80 organization that just
reparts advising the govern-— shoats off its mouth with

Cicerane is prohably best known for his
contribuion o swark in the rad-1970s shiosw-
ing that human setivites could darmage Farbs
protective ogone layer. He also played a promi-

rient rale in the delsate over banning the use of

chlomilusmearons o ease ozone depletion
In Washington, scientitic knowledpe is just
ame of many ~tors ba ke nrommn-ruwimn
maling a decision, and quite often noe the
ot important. Cleerone says be is preparing
hirnself eo deal with that. “Being an engineer
and a scsentiat, | rend to thank thar the fers
and the data shauld dominate cverything” be

sanys, ] beawe to get wied o the fact that alot of

peaple dont dart that wa™

Clicerones career history spans U scienitile
heatspots, including the Massachusetts Insti
tuke of Technology and the Scripps Institution
of Oeeanography in La [olla, California. Most
recenthy e served as chancellar at the Univer-
sity ot Califormia, Irvine, where be founded the
Dyprartment of Farth Systen Scence

Clear vision

The 62-vear-old Cicerone has been imoalved
with the natioral academies dor vears, and has
servad an '_-‘imlthdr-;rw}_mwmm‘im-:.'ln!l]’ll\
he: chaired an NAS panel on dimate chanpe
The n'xllll1ngre\pnrr,{|‘.ulu.'a {'burgrj.—.'m'r'.
A Anartysis af Sove Key Quiestions, was widdy
praised as strapgheforward and casy to under-
stand. Itwasalso phenomenally fast Acadeny
reports noenalhy ke oo o teo warsto coen-
etz Choerome got the pobdone in a month,

The repart helped to put Cicerones name
reear thie top of thee list o succead Fruce Allerts
s MAS prusickent, sy Peter Raven, dircctar of
the Missour Rotanical Garden in 5 Louis and
chair of the nomination committes that put
Cicerane’s name forward Cicerone had exten-
sive Washangton experience, is a skilled fund-
raiser, and knesw the NAS sovwell “he could hit
tha grownd running’, says Raven.

Cleerone can expect o
deal with issues ranging
from sterm cells v muclear
pavwier — b trpics he men-
tirn as prasibile subjects for

Those reports  domy OPinionsthatarenotas . Coredy rare self

always rell policy-makers well justified as can be."

what they want to hear,
particulary when it comes
o Ciceranes own fiddd. As an atwosphers
ehermiar, e i swell equipged o deal with s
relating 1o climate change — a majos scientilx
MNashpeint for the Bush adminigration.

A54

funded studies undertaken

— Ralph Cicerone v theacademics Ciceronds

fundraising skills may help

puap p the $332-million MAS endowment

and alkew for a few rrore bomegrown projects,
his supportens say.

He will als have 1o balance povernment

interestsagainst scientific openness. Fardier this
wear, the NAS was caught in a dispute mer a
paperin its Proceedings of the National Acadeny
of Sciemces. The paper presented a modd of a
Interrorist attack vsing hotulinum towin, and
officials at the Tepartment of Health and
Human Services asked jourmal editors topull it,
citing security concerns Alberts, Cicernnes
predecessor, delaved the paper, bue published
it in the end Cicerane was involved in the
dhecigiom, ard plang o ask the newly formed
Mlaticmal Seierce Advisory Baard for Bioeu-
nlvbcrcq'mums.tn\.\hnnmddh;mﬂumdmL

Ralph Cicerone, new president of the National Academy of Sciences, wants toreach out tothe public.

But howe fisisty on political matters is the saft-
spaken Cicernne likedy i be? Tl prolahly be
a kit mare conservative than peaple want,” he
says. “1dantwant to e part of an organmation
rla just shooteoftits mouth wieh opinicns thae
are niotas well justified a3 can he”

For instance, he is prepared toweigh in on
arguents aver whether science is being ras-
sz Bor polivical parpoaes. 1 donltwant o shy
away Frowm theodae disprutes,” e says, “hecause |
have such a reverence for science. | don't want

tov s it wisted or distorted ™ But at the same
time, be is mot ready to say that there is an
Ml_nInL pmh.rn it pnllnnmlm ot sclence
that would |||:t|rv|'|||rr|np.1 r\:nd Ingvth.'rm
study the issue. Instead, he thinks the hest
straregy isto keep the MRC reports flowing, so
that it someone trics to mischaracterize sci-
ence, & study can be slipped off the shelf and
prezunbed fior a quick refitation
Cicerone docs have ideas about specific sci-
ence policies that the United States should
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adopt, bue the anly ones he is eager w talk
ahout at the: moment are politically socepeable
topics such asenergy efficiency. Heargues that
s sirvgle fines, suchias neaking sure mar-
facturers use energy-efficient lighting and
miboes, arenlt made becase theyane swan
by the charged atmosphen: surrounding
climate change. “1 find it very frustrating,”
“that hecause of the really difficult
itical polarization, we
are assing some of the cherry-peckings”
Sherwond Reneland, a dirmats scientist and
longrime eollague of Cieeronds at Irvine,
expects him o speakl out steongly in his nesw
role. “He spent almost hiswhale career i aras
ol acience that have very strong palicyimpla-
tiwrns, anel bie has alwans been uplront about the
prdcies that usghit engo along with that,”he says

Public figure
Fonetand also mentions one of Cloerones shills
that is crucial forsuecessful politeal ranoe-
vrirgg: “Ralph has a phenomenal memory for
people — whio they ane, what they do, what
their serergthe are, and what to look ot foe™
But any ameunt of political savy on
Cicerone’s part won't Lridge the gulf betwaen
when people want scientitic anssers and when
the MRC can prowide them, or hebween the
ﬂlﬂﬁi\'\.‘Jl'-ldl'l'l:\'n!r‘r\’ﬂﬁﬂ“d“hllﬂﬂl' r\ag«'m
that malke vp the informational diet of mest
lawmnakers. “Its a perpemal, continual souree
of tenshon here!” sav

shortir, and redexsing
interim reports moare alten. But be alse shilts
some of the omus ombo these whe request the

reports, ||1~;i11[_|. them to “ask cuestions that
vt oy this budpet cycle -hl.'.;uu:rh'mi
that have ||'\‘|'|§.‘f lasting value”

Such old-fashioned  rationalism  drives
Cicerone. When creating study committess,
b prctiers o ook for unbiased cthinkers rather
thian balancing an achvocate feom one side with
an advocate from the other. He is aware that
some say this is an impodsible sk “Aany
people say that's hopelessly naive: that science
i not oljective, evervihing is relative, every-
thimgsherms froman mdm:?nl'sph\lrmri‘n
life, idenlogy and so farth. T don't heliene thas”

When he's not working for the benefitof sci-
entists, Cleerone plans to set up a long-term
project to ivipreve the public understanding
of, and entlsusiasm for, science. He feels that
interest in schenee 18 heginning o decline,
partly beeanse grod popularizers are rare
“1 miss Carl " be says wistfully

But he i not willing 10 go along with the
often I'\!rk'i‘h.'d tale that Sapan was denied
WAL membership hecause o his fondness for
appeaning on television and writing popular
hoks, Durring the arguments over whether
ar ot kelect Sagan “there wene pood penple
am batl sides of the debate”, says Creerone,
Spaken like a true Washington inssder. [}
Emma Marrls Is a Washingien cormespandent
fer Nature.
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