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Us willingigpay for
Russia’s help in space

WASHINGTON DC
The Bush administration finalty mowed |nst
week to lonsen the legal ties preventing MAS A
fromn buying Russian transportation services
foar the: International Space Station

The 2000 Iran Moaproliferanon Act (TMA)
bars the U8 space agency froem directly pur-
chasing Russsan goods or services, including
astromant ricks; om the Sovuzvehicle | pactured)
ar cargo deliveries on Lhe Progress capsule. As
a principal partner in the space statson, Russia
has been providing bath services free of charge
since the station was first cccupied in. 2000,
Biur thar agreernent will expire in April 2006,
Without access i the Soyuz as an emergency
“Tifetwoat, MAS A could anly have astromaits on
thi staitsen whin the space shurtle was docked.
A MASA administratnr Machael Griffin told
the House Comimittes on Science last week,
“the United States cannot effectivehy anlize the
space statirm without sur Fussan pariners”

The TNA was intended to put pressure on
Russia ot to sell missile and weapons tech
nology g Tran. Bue many experts believe it
has been counterproductve. A report on
VS-Russian space oooperation  published
Fiy the Washington-tased Eenhower Insn-
tuite earlber this year concluded that it bas
hampered pasitive engagerment with Russian
space scienlisls and engineers, and become a

“hlanket smniction which affected not only the
proliferatars but als those rnnlrl}'ing'wnh
nanproliferation standards"

And as NASAE plans for s own space-
stabiom rescue vihade have faltered, the law has
oot a serinis obatche for the space station,
“Thias was oty clasvagiveg the United States.”
says University of Maryland plivsiesst and
former Russian space offcial Reald saprdecy.

Falled strategy

Last week, Grittin and Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice wrate tn the House scence
committer chairman Sherwood Boehlert
saving they want to amend the INA — pre-
sumably to allow MASA to pay for fture
Sowuzand Progress flagles. The specifies of the
amendrment, which would have oo be passed
by Ciangress, are expected as carly as this week.

Sageey eredits Griffin with solving a2
dilernara that his predecessor, Sean ¥ Keele,
had avaided facing, “Finalby Mike Gritfin did
thie right thing,” he savs.

Eren science committes member [Dana
Rehrabacher (Republican, Calitornial, a
staninch cold warmior who has been one of the
principal defendirs of the [NA, was ready to
aclrnit dedeat hast week.

“It was a worthy effart al the Lime to make
sure that we presured the Fussians not 1o

participate in the developing of a nuclear
taciliey in Tran,” he tald a science committes
hunriﬁgla.:rmvk "I'Im.:rmh:*—g}'ha:,lvwn".w.
nit winrked”

The proposed Whine House amendment
will presumahly leave most of the INA intaet
while making an exception for space-station
TRARSpTARON services — an approach that
Sagdeey calls “the victory of commen sense
aweridkeal

That wm rﬁdml\.un embarrassing problem
fror MAS A, bt will not necessarily signal closer
ties hetween the United States and Russia in
space, Indeed, Griffin sent mized messages on
that bopic last week “Amng the best things b
Thawe come from our space programme aver
thee last 15 years 1 the space eooperation that
wave enpoyed with Russia” e told the com-
mittee. Later, howeves, be listed Bussa as one
ofl MAS Ak main competitors in space, and sad,
By poal is 10 ser it that America is always in
the lead in that competition. That mateers
greathy b me”

Sagdeey says Griffin's view of Russia as a
competitor iz msguided, gieen that country's
“roaserable gpace budget” Bur be adds that
enoperation with Furope 18 now a higher
praociy foe the Russean space programene than
eocperatiom with the United States. [ ]
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